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A MODEST 


DEFENCE. 
OF A rr 


POEMY 


By an unknown Author, call d, 


Irne LADY's Dre/ing-ROOM. 


DUBLIN: | 
inted by GzoxGs FauIENIM, in Eſſcse-ſtroct. 
oppoſite to the Bridge, Moccxxxii. 
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DEFENCE, c. 


Poem, or Pamphlet publiſhed in 
this Kingdom without a Name, 
will not long want one, if the 

Paper makes any Noiſe. 
There is a certain Perſon of 
iftin&ion among us, who is conjectured to 
ave written many Things, both in Proſe and 
erſe, for the Service of the Nation, which, 
ndoubtedly, were publiſhed with his own Con- 
nt. It is alfo believed, that he hath compoſed 
thers occafionally, for the Amuſement of him- 
if and a few intimate Friends; which by the 
Indiſcretion of others, were, from ſtolen and 

ncorrect Copies, dragged into Light. 

But, I hold it for certain, that a much greater 
umber have, by the Boldneſs of Printers, and 
e Want of Judgment in Reagers, been charged 
pon that Author, wherein he never T_ 
| | . 1mal- 
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ſmalleſt Finger, as Fam aſſured he hath often 
declared; and, which is remarkable, was as free 
in diſowning Tome Writings charged upon him, 
of which he had no Myer to be aſhamed - a; 
he could be of the meaneſt Productions of H. 
bernian Grub-ſtreet : Of which I ſhall inſtance 
only one Pamphlet, which hath been very well 
received, as it juſtly deſerved. It is entitled, 
An Infallible Scheme to pay the Nation's 
Debts, by a Tax upon Vice; which he difclaimed 
any Share in, at the ſame Hime giving it due 
Praiſes. And, I find, the true Author of tha 
Pamphlet lyes yet concealed; which is a Hap 
pineſs that few Writers of any Diſtinction can 
arrive at, whether by their own Indiſcretion, or 
that of their Friends I ſhall not determine. 
As to thole-fgtal Verſes called the Lad). 


Dreſing- Room, which have ſo highly inflamed! | 


the. whole Sex, (except a very few of bettei 
judgment) as I can by no Means juſtify the vul 

ar Opinion, that ſeems to fix it upon a Perſon 
55 well known for Works of a very different 
Nature; fo I cannot but lament the prevailing 
ill Taſte among us Which is not able to diſcove 
that uſeful Satyr running through every Line 
and the Matter as decently Wrapp'd up, as it 1 
poſſible the Subject could bear. 


Cleanlineſs hath, in all polite Ages and Na 


tions, been eſteemed the chief corporeal Perfec 
tion in Nomen, as it is well known to thole wWhe 


are converſant with the antient Poets, And (Lig! 
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t is ſill among the young People of Judgment 
and Sobriety, when they are diſpoſed to marry. 
And J do not doubt, but that there is a great 
Number of young Ladies in this Town and 
Kingdom, who in reading that Pocm, find great 
Complacency in their own Minds, from 2 Con- 
ſciouſneſs that the Satyrical Part in the Ladys 
Dreſſing- Room, does not in the leaſt affect them. 

Wherefore it is manifeſt, that no Poem was 


ter written with a better Deſign for the Særvice 
of the Sex : Wherein our Author hath obſerved 


hat a Tittle, the Precepts of his Maſter Horace; 
N 4 1 

ap- or, indeed, rather hath gone very far beyond 
an him, in the Article of Decency. 


That great Poct, inſtructing us what Actions 
are fitteſt to be produced openly upon the Scene, 
and which are moſt proper to be only related to 
the Audience, goes many Lengths beyond the 
Aut hor of the Lady's Dreſſing- Room; ior at the 
lame Inſtant when he lays, ſome Actions ſhould 
not; appear. as done upon the Stage, he allows, 
they may be recited with Pleaſure and Elegance; 

nd yet when he comes to Particulars, his Re- 
cral is extreamly groſs, and ſo are his very Pre- 
pts which forbid the Actions: That if our infi-. | 
nizely more modeſt Author had imitared his Ma- 
fer's Stile, the whole World might with great 
Appearance of Reaſon, have been up in Arms 
wainlt him. 

Therefore, to ſet theſe two Poets in a true 
Light, { have ventured, for the Satisfaction of 


both 
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both Sexes, to tranflate, as literally as I could, ten 
Lines in Horace, upon the very ſame Subje&, 
which our Aut hor hath handled with a Decency 
fo far ſuperior to his Roman Maſter. 

To juſtify the Truth of my Tranflation, I de- 
fire all fine Gentlemen and Ladies will appeal 
from me to the Information of the Learned, that 
I may be wholly clear from the leaſt Cenfure of 
miſrepreſenting ſo great an Authority; for, in- 
deed, if I have been guilty of any Fault, it is in 
palliaring the groſs Expreſſions in the Original, 
and ſoft uing them very much to the Politencſs 
of the preſent Age. 


The Latin is Word for Word as follows. 


Aut àgitur res in ſceuis, aut acta refertur. 
Sernius irritant animos demiſſa per aurem, 
Luam que ſunt oculis ſubjett a Paatibus & que 

e fibt tradit ſpectator. Non tamen intus 
igna geri promes in ſcenam: Multaq; tolles 
Ex ocults que mox narret facundia preſens. 
Nec pueros coram populo Medea trucidot; 
Aut humana palam coquat exta vefarius Atreus. 
Aut in avem Progne vertetur, Cadmus in anguom. 
Suddcunq; ofSendis mihi fic, incredulus odi. 


The 


(7) 
The literal 'Tranflation. whereof is thus. 


Some Ladies do their Need before your Face; 
dome only tell the Action, and the Place. 
Our Mind is leſs provok'd by what it hears, 
Than when the Fact before our Eyes appears 
In Clofet dark, your Cedar- box be hid; | 
Not in a Parlour ſhown without the Lid. 
Some Actions muſt be always out of Sight, 
Yet elegantly told, may give Delight. | 
Nurſe muſt not hold the Child, and cry Eee, Hee, 
When Madam and her Friends are o'er their Tea. 
Atreus, with Ladies by, miſtakes his Wir, 
In new-born Ts to run a red-hot Spit. 
Miſs Progne muſt not cry, a Bird, a Bird? 
Before good Company, and ſhew a -—. _ 
—_ voids out Worms of monſtrous 

ize, | f 

In mere good Manners ſhould deceive our Eyes; 
Muſt do his dirty Work behind the Scene, 
And e'er he ſhews the Vermin, wipe them clean 
To bring ſuch odious Objects full in View, 
Though Fools may laugh, will make a wiſe Man 


{pew. 


I defire the Reader will compare the leaſt ex- 
ceptionable Lines in the Lady's Dreſſing-Room 
with the leaſt offenſive of theſe in Horace; al- 
though purged by me, as much as could conſiſt 
with preſerving the true Senſe of the ou : 
| et 
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Yer this was the great Maſter of Politeneſs in thi 
Roman Empire, at the Time it flouriſhed mo 
in Arts and Arms. OO 
Horace, you lee, makes Uſe of the plain fly 
venly Words, which our decent Iriſh Poet in 
duſtriouſly avoids, and skips over a Hundre 
dirty Places, without fowling his Shoes. Horace 
on the. contrary, plainly calls a Spade, a Spade 
when there was not the leaſt Neceſlity ; anc 
when, with equal Eaſe as well as Significancy 
he might have expreſs'd his Meaning in comely 
Terms, fit for the niceſt Ears of a .Fueen or: 
Dutcheſs. YN 1 
I do, therefore, poſitively decide in favour o 
our Hibernian Bard, upon the Article of De- 
cency; and am ready to defend my Propoſition 
againſt all Mankind; that in the ten Lines of 
Forace, here faithfully and favourably tranſla- 
ted, there are ten Times more /ovenly Expreſſi- 
ons, than in the whole Poem called the Ladys 
Dreſing Room; and for the Truth of this Pro- 


poſition, I am ready to appeal to all the young 
Ladies of the Kingdom, or to ſuch a Committee 
as my very Adverlaries ſhall appoint, 


7 INI Ss. 


